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To 

His Excellency George Henry, Earl Cadogan, K.G, 
&c., &c., &e. 

Lord Lieutenant and General Governor of Ireland. 


May it please Your Excellency, 

I am directed by the Vice-President to submit to Your 
Excellency the following Report on the Banking, Railway, and 

° f Ir6land f ° r the haIf -y ear “ded June 30th 
1900. Tins Report is m continuation of the series dealing with 
the same matters previously issued by the Registrar-General for 
Ireland. 

I have the honour to remain 

Your Excellency’s faithful Servant, 

T. P. GILL, 

Department of Agriculture 'ecretary. 

and Technical Instruction for Ireland, 

Upper Merrion Street, 

Dublin, 31s< July, 1900. 


Sir, 


Dublin Castle, 

2nd August, 1900. 


SlrtritZ t0 f aCk T led f th<S r6Ceipt of y° U1 ' letter the 
Slst ultimo, forwarding for submission to His Excellency the 

sssrsnsr Banking ’ Railway - and ^ 


Sir, 

Y our obedient Servant, 

D. HARREL. 


The Secretary, 

Department of Agriculture 

and Technical Instruction for Ireland. 
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BANKING, RAILWAY, AND SHIPPING 
STATISTICS, IRELAND 

(JUNE., 1900). 


B E DP O E. T 

TO THE 

SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to submit the following Half-yearly 
Report on the Banking, Railway, and Shipping Statistics 
of Ireland. It is composed of Tables and remarks rela- 
tive to Banking and to the amount of the Government 
Funds, India Stocks, Guaranteed Land Stock, and War 
Stock upon which dividends are payable at the Bank of 
Ireland, together with information concerning the 
weekly traffic receipts of the Irish Railways during the 
half year ended 30th June, 1900 ; and an abstract of the 
principal railway statistics of Ireland for the first half of 
each of the ten years 1891-1900; also Tables with 
reference to the tonnage of Vessels entered and cleared 
at each of the Irish Ports. The Tables on these subjects 
are in continuation of those previously issued by the 
Registrar-General. Two additional Tables (II and 11(a)), 
a set of three Diagrams, and a brief note on the history 
of Savings Banks in the United Kingdom will also be 
found in this Report. 

The information comprised in the first series of Tables 
consists of the total of the deposits and cash balances in 
the Joint Stock Banks of Ireland on the 30th of June, 1900, 
and on the corresponding date in each preceding year 
since the year 1880 inclusive, compiled from confidential 
returns furnished by the authorities of the various Banks 
with their usual courtesy ; the estimated balances of 
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deposits in the Post Office and Trustees Savings Banks 
in Ireland on 30th June in certain years since 1833 ; the 
number of accounts remaining open in Post Office and 
Trustees Savings Banks in Ireland on 31st December of 
each year of the period 1 884-1898 ; the estimated balance 
of deposits remaining in Post Office and Trustees Savings 
Banks in Ireland on the 30th of June of each year since 
the year 1880 inclusive, derived from official sources; 
together with the total amount on 30th June (in each 
year since 1880) of Government Funds, India Stocks, 
Guaranteed Land Stock (since 1892), and War Stock 
(created in 1900) on which dividends are payable at the 
Bank of Ireland, with the amount of each description 
of Stock on 30th June, 1900, kindly supplied by the 
Governor of the Bank ; and the average Bank note 
circulation of the six Banks of issue in Ireland in the 
month of June since 1890, compiled from the Dublin 
Gazette. Tables are also inserted affording half-yearly 
comparisons for the ten years 1S90-99 and the first half 
of this year under each of the heads referred to above. 

The Tables comprising the returns of the weekly traffic 
receipts of the Irish Railways have been compiled from 
data for which I am indebted to the authorities of the 
various Railway Companies. 

Returns with reference to the tonnage of Ships 
entered and cleared at Irish Ports have been kindly 
furnished by the Board of Customs, and were specially 
prepared for the purposes of this Report by the Statistical 
Department of that Board. 

1. De-posits and Cash Balances in Joint Stock Banks. 

The deposits and cash balances in Joint Stock Banks 
in the middle of the year, which, comparing June with 
June, had, with the exception of a slight decrease in 
June, 1897, gradually increased from £29,223,000 in 
June, 1886, to £39,840,000 in the middle of 1899, 
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Diagram A, SHOWING DEPOSITS AND CASH BALANCES IN JOINT 
STOCK BANKS in Ireland on the 30th of June in each 
year for the period 1880-1900. 



7 


amounted on the 30th June last to £40,387,000,* being 
the highest amount (for June) of which there is record, 
and £547,000 in excess of that for June, 1899. 


Table I.— Showing Deposits and Cash Balances in Joint Stock Banks ; 
compiled from Returns furnished by the several Joint Stock Banks 
in Ireland.! 


DATE. 

Amount. 

Yearly 

Increase. 

Yearly 

Decrease. 

1880, 30th June, 

£ 

29,350,000 

£ 

£ 

841,000 

1881, 

28,289,000 

_ 

1,061,000 

1882, 

30,667,000 

2,378,000 

_ 

1883, „ 

1884, 

31,725,000 

1,058,000 

_ 

30,072,000 

- 

1,653,000 

1885, 

29,240,000 


832,000 

1886, 

29,223,000 

_ 

17,000 

1887, 

29,339,000 

116,000 

_ 

1888, „ 

30,310,000 

971,000 

_ 

1889, 

31,205,000 

895,000 

- 

1890, „ 

33,061,000 

1,856,000 


1891, 

33,700,000 

639,000 

_ 

1892, 

34,565,000 

865,000 


1893, 

34,637,000 

72,000 

_ 

1894, 

35,430,000 

793,000 

- 

1895, 

37,491,000 

2,061,000 


1896, 

38,758,000 

1,267,000 

_ 

1897, 

38,564,000 

_ 

194,000 

1898, 

38,973,000 

409,000 

_ 

1899, 

39,840,000 

867,000 

_ 

1900, ■ „ 

40,387,000 

547,000 



* This amount is exclusive of £1,947,039 Government and other 
Public Accounts in the Bank of Ireland. 

f The names and the dates of foundation of the Banks, the combined 
statistics of which are included in Tables I. and I. (a), are as 
follows. Those marked with an asterisk (*) are Banks of issue. 


Name. 

Estab- 

lished. 

Name. 

Estab- 

lished. 

*Bank of Ireland, 

1783. 

^National Bank, . 

1835. 

*Northern Banking Company 

1824. 

^Ulster Bank, 

1836. 

Hibernian Bank, 

1825, 

Royal Bank of Iceland, . 

1836. 

^Provincial Bank of Ireland, 

1825. 

Munster & Leinster Bank, 

1885. 

*Belfast Banking Company, 

1827. 
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Table I. (a), made out by half-years, shows the fluctua- 
tions which have taken place half-yearly during the past 
ten years. The amount of Deposits and Cash Balances 
on the 30th June last is higher than the amount at the 
close of any other half-year, except the December 1899 
half-year, in the period covered by the Table, and 
£3,414,000 over the average. It will be observed that 
following the six years, 1893-8, in which the amount 
for J une was under that for the preceding December, 
the amount for J une, 1899, was £402,000 in excess of that 
for December, 1898, but that this year the amount for 
June is £385,000 below that for December last. 


Ta ® le , 1 ' (a)— S howing amount of Deposits and Cash Balances in Joint 
b took Banks, at the undermentioned dates, compiled from Beturns 
furnished by the several Joint Stock Banks in Ireland. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1890, 30tli June, 

„ 31st December, 

£ 

33.061.000 

33.325.000 

£ 

93,000 

264,000 

£ 

1891, 30th June, . 
„ 31st December, 

33.700.000 

34.532.000 

375.000 

832.000 

- 

1892, 30th June, . 
„ 31st December, 

34.565.000 

35.375.000 

33,000 

810,000 

- 

1893, 30th June, 

,, 31st December, 

34.637.000 

35.852.000 

1,215,000 

738,000 

1894, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

35.430.000 

37.607.000 

2,177,000 

422,000 

1895, 30th June, . 
„ 31st December, 

37.491.000 

39.008.000 

1, 517,000 

116,000 

1896, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

38.758.000 

39.238.000 

480,000 

250,000 

1897, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

38.564.000 

39.300.000 

736,000 

674,000 

1898, 30th June, 

>i 31st December, 

38.973.000 

39.438.000 

465,000 

327,000 

1899. 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

39.840.000 

40.772.000 

402.000 

932.000 

- 

1900, 30th June, 

40,387,000 

- 

385,000 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



9 


2. Savings Banks. 


The Bill* recently introduced into Parliament by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer providing for the reduction 
of the rate of interest paid by Government on deposits 
in Savings Banks, has drawn marked attention to the 
immense development of these Banks. “ The amount 
deposited [in Savings Banks] is now so enormous 
that (to quote Sir Michael Hicks-Beach), in the event of 
any serious crisis which caused depositors to withdraw 
largely at the same time, there might be a considerable 
danger.” The whole of the £123,000,0001 odd now depo- 
sited in the Post Office Savings Bank is absolutely at the 
call of the depositors. A run on the Savings Bank Fund 
is not indeed likely, and . restrictions on withdrawals 
would be undesirable, but the issues involved are 
distinctly important. In view then of the immediate 
interest of the problem created by the disposal of the 
millions of money which are pouring in through the 
medium of the Post Office Savings Bank, and the various 
Trustees Savings Banks in the United Kingdom, a few 
words as to the history of these institutions for the 
encouragement of thrift may be inserted in this place. 

Savings Banks, as we know them, are creations of this 
century. The first genuine Bank of the kind was 
established at Tottenham, in England, in 1804, by six 
gentlemen who acted as trustees, and allowed as much 
as 5 per cent, interest on sums exceeding one pound 
sterling which remained in their hands for one year. 
This well-meant venture, however, involved the trustees 
in loss, and was abandoned. In 1810 a well-organised 
Saving’s Bank, known as “ The Parish Bank Friendly 


* Withdrawn July 1 6tli, 1900. , , . 

f On March 7th, 1899, the Chancellor of the Exchequer stated m 
the House of Commons that the estimated amount due to depositors m 
the Post Office Savings Bank in December, 1898, was £123,lo5,000. 
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Society, was established at Buthwell, and proved so 
successful that by the year 1816 it had led to the 
establishment of nearly eighty Savings Banks in England 
and Ireland. The year 1817 saw the first legislation on 
the subject —i.e., Acts 57 Geo. III., c. 105 and c. 130- 
intended to encourage and regulate Banks for savings in 
England and Ireland (these Acts were not extended to 
Scotland until 1835). The chief provisions of these Acts 
were— (1) Trustees were prohibited from making a profit 
out of these Banks ; (2) They were bound to remit to the 
office for the reduction of the National Debt where “ the 
fund for the Banks of savings ” was opened all deposits 
exceeding £50 in the aggregate ; (3) That office was to 
allow interest at the rate of £4 11s. 3d per cent, per 
annum (whereas the Banks themselves mostly allowed 
their depositors 4 per cent.) (4) Not more than £50 
could be deposited in any one year (in England, however, 
a depositor could deposit £100 in the first year). The 
next measure dealing with these Banks was an Act of 
1824 limiting deposits to £50 in the first year and £30 in 
any subsequent year, and further providing that when the 
deposits of any person exceeded £200 no interest was to 
be allowed on the excess. In 1828 there was an important 
amending and consolidating Act which provided inter 
alia (1) That the rules of each Trustees Savings Bank 
should be approved by the Commissioners for the 
reduction of the National Debt; (2) that the rate of 
interest allowed by that office should be reduced to 

£3 16s. 0 id. per cent, per annum, while depositors should 

receive from the Bank interest at the rate of £3 8s. 5 \d. 
per cent, per annum ; (3) that no depositor should be 
permitted to deposit more than £150, although the 
interest might be allowed to accumulate until the deposit 
reached £200. Five years after this Act (i.e. in 1833) 
there were in Ireland 76 Trustees Savings Banks, 49,872 
depositors, and £1,380,718 deposits, The numbers’ for 
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England in the same year were 385 Banks, 414,014 
depositors, and £13,973,243 total deposits. 

The Sayings Bank principle was enormously developed 
by the establishment in 1861 (Act 24 Vic., c. 18), of Post 
Office Sayings Banks, which at once became popular in 
England and Ireland, though in Scotland they have not 
yet rivalled the popularity of the Trustees Savings Banks. 
The statutory rate of interest under this Act was 2£ per 
cent. The security which the Post Office Savings Banks 
offer has markedly influenced depositors in England and 
Ireland to forego the slightly higher rate of interest 
which the Trustees Savings Banks can offer.* 

The increasing popularity of the Post Office Savings 
Banks at the expense of the Trustees Savings Banks is 
well brought out in the annexed Table (Table II.), which 
refers only to Ireland : — 

Table II. — Showing the Estimated Balances of Deposits, on 30th of 
June of the undermentioned years, in the Post Office and Trustees 
Savings Banks respectively in Ireland ; and also total deposits for 


both. 


Tear. 

Trustees Savings Banks. 

Post Office Savings 
Bank. 

Total Deposits 
in Savings Banks 
in Ireland. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1833 

1,380,718 

— 

1,380,718 

1844, 

2,749,107 

— 

2,749,107 

1860, 

2,143,082 

— 

2,143,082 

1870, 

2,062,758 

633,000 

2,695,758 

1880' 

2,063,000 

1,481,000 

3,544,000 

1885, 

2,022,000 

2,325,000 

4,347,000 

1890, 

2,035,000 

3,585,000 

•5,620,000 

1895', 

2,034,000 

5,337,000 

7,371,000 ' 

1900, 

2,295,000 

7,791,000 

10,086,000 


* Between 1817— the date of the first Savings Bank Act— and 1828, 
the Government} allowed interest to the Trustees at the rate of 
£ 4 Us. 3 d., while the average rate of interest yielded by Consols varied 
from £4 8s. id. to £3 6s. Id. From 1828 to 1844 the Trustees received 
£3 16s., while Consols yielded from £3 15s. 3d. to £3 Os. 8 d. From 
1844 to’ 1880, Government allowed £3 5s. per cent., while the rate of 
interest on Consols varied between £3 10s. Id. and £3 Os. 8 d. From 
November 20, 1880, the rate of interest allowed was 3 per cent., which 
was again reduced in 1888 to 2f per cent., at which it still remains. 
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Table II. (a) — Showing the Number of Accounts remaining open in 
Post Office and Trustees Savings Banks in Ireland, on 31st 
December in each year of the period, 1884-1898.* 


Year. 

i Trustees Savings 
Bank. 

Post Office Savings 
Bank. 

Total 

for Ireland. 

1884, . 

52,655 

124,973 

177,628 

1885, . 

50,236 

135,777 

186,013 

1886, . 

49,775 

147,193 

196(968 

1887, . 

49,994 

158,848 

208,842 

1888, . 

49,242 

172,305 

221,547 

1889, . 

50,455 

185,360 

235,815 

1890, . 

49,643 

198,790 

248,433 

1891, . 

49,276 

212,076 

261,352 

1892, . 

49,005 

225,823 

274,828 

1893, . 

46,505 

235,944 

282,449 

1894, . ... 

47,010 

259,870 

307,380 

1895, . 

48,123 

280,499 

328,622 

1896, . 

48,911 

301,976 

350,887 

1897, . 

49,518 

322,486 

372,004 

1898, . ; 

49,725 

342,070 

391,795 


The Savings Bank Act of 1893 raised the maximum 
allowed to be deposited in cash in one year from £30 to 
£50, doubled the annual maximum amount of stock 
allowed to be purchased (it had been £100), and in- 
creased the stock limit from £300 to £500. This 
legislation naturally resulted in a sudden and remarkable 
rise in the gross amount of deposits, the result of which 
is clearly shown by the figures from 1893 onwards to the 
present year, given in Table IV. (p. 17). It will be 
seen from that Table that while the deposits in 1893 
were £16,000 less than these for 1892, these in 1894 
were £616,000 in excess of the 1893 returns. In fact 
since 1894, the total deposits in Post Office and Trustees 
Savings Banks in Ireland have increased by £3,459,000. 
These figures seem to denote that Savings Bank de- 
positors are no longer exclusively drawn from the poorer 
classes, to whose interests alone prominence was accorded 
in the early Savings Bank legislation. 

* Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom. 
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The balances of deposits in Savings Bants consist as 
has been said of two groups — those in the Post Office 
Savings Banks, which are set out in Table II, (b) and 
Table II. (c), and those in Trustees Savings Banks, shown 
in Table III, and Table III. (a). 

At the end of J une of this year, the estimated amount 
in the Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland stood at 
£7,791,000, as compared with £7,545,000 for the corre- 
sponding period of 1899, showing an increase of £246,000, 
following an increase of over £500,000 in each of the 
preceding six (July- June) years. 


Table II. (b). — Showing Estimated Balances, at the undermentioned 
dates, in Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland ; compiled from Returns 
furnished by the Controller, Post Office Savings Bank Department. 


DATE, 

Amount. 

! 

Yearly 

Increase. 

Yearly 

Decrease. 

1 880, 30th J une, 

£ 

1,481,000 

£ 

107,000 

£ 

1881, 

1,645,000 

164.000 

_ 

1882, 

1,832,000 

187,000 

- 

1883, 

2.002,000 

170,000 


1884, 

2,150,000 

148,000 

_ 

1885, „ 

2,325,000 

175,000 

- 

1886, „ 
1887, 

2,592,000 

267,000 


2,802,000 

210,000 

_ 

1888, 

3,128,000 

326,000 

- 

18S9, 

3,372,000 

244,000 

_ 

1890, „ 

3,585,000 

213,000 

- 

1891, „ 

3,878,000 

293,000 

- 

1892, 

4,069,000 

191,000 

_ 

1893, 

4,155,000 

86,000 

_ 

1894, „ 

4,687,000 

532,000 


1895, „ „ 

5,337,000 

650,000 

_ 

1896, 

5,919,000 

582,000 

- 

1897, 

6,443,000 

524,000 


1898, „ 

6,957,000 

514,000 

_ 

1899, 

7,545,000 

588,000 

_ 

1900, „ 

7,791,000 

246,000 

- 


O 
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Table II. (a)- shows by half-years, for the past ten 
years, the estimated balances in the Post Office Savings 
Banks. It will be observed that the estimated balance 
(£7,791,000) on the 30th June last shows an increase 
of only £74,000 when compared with the estimated 
amount (£7,717,000) at the close of the year 1899. 
This is the smallest half-yearly increase since 1884, when 
the amount was the same as for the half-year under 
consideration, the nearest increase during the intervening 
period being £88,000 for the half-year ended 31st 
December, 1891. Only once during that time has there 
been a decrease in the half-yearly amount, viz : for the 
half-year ended 30th June, 1893. 


Table II. (c) — Showing Estimated Balance, at the undermentioned 
dates, in Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland; compiled from Returns 
furnished by the Controller, Post Office Savings Bank Department. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 


.£ 

£ 

£ 

1590, 30th June, . 

3,585,000 

123,000 


„ 31st December, 

3,723,000 

138,000 


1891, 30th June, . 

3,878,000 

155,000 


,, 31st December, 

3,966,000 

88,000 


1892, 30th June, . 

4,069,000 

103,000 


,, 31st December, 

4,204,000 

135,000 

- 

1893, 30th June, . 

4,155,000 


49.000 

,, 31st December, 

4,343,000 

188,000 


1894, 30th June, . 

4,687,000 

344,000 


„ 31st December, 

4,977,000 

290,000 


1895, 30th June, . 

5,337,000 

360,000 


„ 31st December, 

5,603,000 

266,000 

- 

1896, 30th June, . 

5,919,000 

316,000 


„ 31st December, 

6,153,000 

234,000 


1897, 30th June, . 

6,443,000 

290,000 


,, 31st December, 

6,706,000 

263,000 


1898. 30th June, . 

6,957,000 

2M,000 


„ 31st December, 

7,225,000 

268,000 

- 

1899, 30tli June, . 

7,545,000 

320,000 


,, 31st December, 

7,717,000 

172,000 


1900, 30th June, . 

7,791,000 

74,000 

- 
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Table III. shows the amount of deposits on ■ 

i “pe„ that «U> ™ of f If MOO » J « 

1900, aa coopar.d will, tie .fount on the » 

date 1899 which amount was the hig es 

date, i»yy, „ qq This decrease reduces 

anvof the twenty years 1880-9y. .. • 

the amount in these Banks to £2,295,000, out 1 
£439 000 above the amount (£1,856,000) for June, 1893 
which was the lowest balance for June in any of the 
twenty-one years covered by the Table. 

Table III.— Showing the Balances due to tbe ° N ational 

in Ireland by the Commissioners for Returns furnished 


Amount. 


Yearly 

Increase. 


Yearly 

Decrease. 


1880 , 30th June , 

1881 , 

1882 , 

' 1883 , 

1SS4-, 

1SS5 , 

1886 , 

1887 , 

1888 , 

1889 , 

1890, 

1891 , 

1892, 

1893 , „ 

1894, „ 

1895, 

1896, 

1897, 

1898, 

1899, 

1900, .i 


— * r 

2 . 063.000 

1 . 980.000 

2 . 035.000 

£ 

58,000 

£ 

53.000 

83.000 

2 . 064.000 

2 . 072.000 

1 2 , 022,000 | 

26,000 

8,000 

50,000 

1 1 , 994,000 

2 . 030.000 

2 . 012.000 

36.000 

28,000 

18,000 

2 , 028,000 

2 . 035.000 

1 . 972.000 1 

16,000 

7,000 

63,000 

1 . 958.000 

1 . 856.000 
1 940,000 

84,000 

14,000 

102,000 

2 . 034.000 
2 128,000 

2 . 211.000 

94,000 

94.000 

83.000 

- 

2 . 249.000 

2 . 307.000 

2 . 295.000 

38,000 

58,000 

| 12,000 
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Table III. (a) gives information by half-years for the 
Trustees Savings Banks, and shows that there was a 
decrease of .£23,000 in June, 1900, as compared with 
December, 1899, the balance for which period was £11,000 
over that for June, 1899. It will be observed that in 
each of the previous thirteen half-yearly periods there was 
an increase, as compared with the balance for the half- 
year immediately preceding. 


Table III. (a)— Showing the Balances due to Trustees of Savings Banks 
in Ireland by the Commissioners for the Reduction of the National 
Debt, at the undermentioned dates ; compiled from Returns furnished 
by the Comptroller-General, National Debt Office, London. 


DATE. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1890, 30th June, 

2,035,000 

_ 

7,000 

,, 31st December, 

1,973,000 


62,000 

1891, 30th June, . 

1,972,000 


1*000 

,, 31st December, 

1,966,000 


6,000 

1892, 30th June, 

1,958,000 

_ 

8*000 

,, 31st December, 

1,967,000 

9,000 


1893, 30th June, 

1,856,000 


111,000 

„ 31st December, 

1,876,000 

20,000 


1894, 30tli June, 

1,940,000 

64,000 


,, 31st December, 

1,982,000 

42,000 


1895, 30th June, 

2,034,000 

52,000 


„ 31st December, 

2,075,000 

41,000 


1896, 30th June, 

2,128,000 

53,000 


„ 31st December, 

2,166,000 

38,000 


1897, 30th June, 

2,211,000 

45*000 


„ 31st December, 

2,236,000 

25,000 

- 

1898, 30th June, . 

2,249,000 

13,000 


,, 31st December, 

2,275,000 

26,000 


1899, 30th June, 

2,307,000 

32,000 


,, 31st December, 

2,318,000 

11*000 


1900, 30th June, 

2,295,000 


23,000 


In order to show in a combined form the progress of 
the accumulation of small savings in Banks in Ireland, 
Tables IV. and IV. (a) have been constructed. Table IV. 
shows that the balance iu the Savings Banks in Ireland in 
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June last amounted to .£10, 086, 000, or £234, 000 in excess 
of the balance in June, 1899, and nearly treble the 
amount (£3,544,000) for June of 1880, the first year 
covered by the Table. 


Table IV— Showing the Totals of the Balances in Post Office and 
Trustees Savings Banks, given separately in Tables II. (b) and III. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Yearly 

Increase. 

Yearly. 

Decrease. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1880, 30th June, 

3,544,000 

54,000 

- 

1881, „ 

3,625,000 

81,000 


1882, 

3,870,000 

245,000 


1S83’ „ 

4,066,000 

196,000 

" 

188h „ 

4,222,000 

156,000 

“ 

1885, 

4,347,000 

125,000 

- 

1886’, „ 

4,586,000 

239,000 

- 

1887, „ 

4,832,000 

246,000 

~ 

1888^ „ 

5,140,000 

308,000 


1889j 

5,400,000 

260,000 

- 

1890, 

5,620,000 

220,000 

- 

1891* „ 

5,850,000 

230,000 


1892, „ 

6,027,000 

177,000 


1893, . 

6,011,000 

- 

16,000 

1894; 

6,627,000 

616,000 

— 

1895, „ 

7,371,000 

744,000 

- 

1896, „ 

6,047,000 

676,000 

- 

1897, „ 

8,654,000 

607,000 

- 

1898, „ 

9,206,000 

552,000 

- 

1899, „ 

9,852,000 

646,000 

- 

1900, 

10,086,000 

234,000 



Table IV. (a) gives the amount of small savings, by 
half years, for the past ten years. It shows that in. 
the six months ended the 30th June last there was 
an increase of £51,000 as compared with the amount 
in Savings Banks at the close of the year 1899, and that 
this increase followed an increase of £183,000 during the 
half-year ended the 31st December last, and an increase 
in £352,000 in the first half of the year 1899. 
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TA ® L f * Y , A)-Showing the Totals of the Balances in Post Office 
and Si (a) S Sa ™ gS Ban cs ' S lven separately in Tables II. (o) 


Date. 

Amount. 

Increase. 


£ 

£ 

1890, 30tli June, 

,* 31st December, 

1891, 30th June, 

3 , 31st December, 

1892, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

5.620.000 

5.696.000 

5.850.000 

5.932.000 

6.027.000 

6.171.000 

116,000 

76.000 

154.000 

82.000 
95,000 

144.000 

1893, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

1894, 30th June, . 
,, 31st December, 

1895, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

1896, 30th Juno, 

„ 31st December, 

6,011,000 

6.219.000 

6.627.000 

6.959.000 

7.371.000 

7.678.000 

8.047.000 

8.319.000 

208,000 

408.000 

332.000 

412.000 

307.000 

369.000 

272.000 

1897, 30th June, 

,, 31st December, 

1898, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

1899, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

1900, 30th June, . 

8.654.000 

8.942.000 

9.206.000 

9.500.000 

9.852.000 

10.035.000 

10.086.000 

335.000 

288.000 

264.000 

294.000 

352.000 

183.000 
51,000 


160,000 


3. Government Funds, India Stocks, Guaranteed Land 
Stocky and War Stock, j* 

From Table Y. it is seen that in June of this year 
the amount of Government Funds, India Stocks 
Guaranteed Land Stock and War Stock on which divi- 
dends are payable at the Bank of Ireland was £27,021 000 
being an increase of £949,000 as compared with the 
amount for June, 1899, and of £2,805,000 when 
compared with that for June, 1897, the lowest amount for 
une in any of the twenty-one years covered by the Table. 
I he successive increases in June of the three years 
1898, 1899, and 1900, follow a decrease of £560,000 in 

* Guaranteed Land Stock was created in 1892. 
t War Stock was created in 1900. 
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June, 1897, and a fall of £1,048,000 in 1896 as compared 
with the amount for June, 1895. 

With reference to the comparatively large increase 
this year, it is to he noted that Guaranteed Land Stock 
amounts to £6,768,000 against £6,000,000 in June, 1899, 
and that War Stock which was created in 1900 stands 
at £81,000. 

Table V. — Showing the Amount of the Government Funds, India Stocks, 
Guaranteed Land Stock,* and War Stockf held in Ireland at the 
undermentioned dates; compiled from Returns furnished by the 
Governor of the Bank of Ireland. 


Date. 

Amount. I 

Yearly Increase. 

Nearly Decrease. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1880, 30th June, . 

33,113,000 

76,000 

~ 

1881, „ 

32,439,000 

- 

674,000 

1882, „ 

31,772,000 


667,000 

1883, „ 

31,532,000 

- 

240,000 

1884, „ 

30,859,000 

- 

673,000 

1885, „ 

30,900,000 

41,000 

- 

1886, „ 

30,484,000 

- 

416,000 

1887, „ 

30,779,000 

295,000 

- 

1888, ,, 

28,856,000 

- 

1,923,000 

1889, „ 

28,219,000 J 

- 

637,000f 

1890, „ 

2 7, 51 7,000 § 


702,000§ 

1891, ,, 

26,609,000 


908,000 

1892, „ 

26,042,000 

- 

567,000 

1893, 

25.283,000 

- 

759,000 

1894, „ 

25,375,000 

92,000 

“ 

1895, ,, 

25,824,000 

449,000 

" 

1896, „ 

24.776,000 

- 

1,048,000 

1897, 

24,216,000 

- 

560,000 

1898, „ 

24,554,000 

338,000 

- 

1899, „ 

26,072,000 

1,518,000 

i 

1900, „ 

27,021,000 

949,000 



The amount of each, of the several descriptions of 
Stock included in the total amount given above for 


* Guaranteed Land Stock was created in 1892. 
f War Stock was created in 1900. 

J India 4 per cent. Stock ceased to bear interest on 5th October, 1888, 

and was paid off. J _ , , , , 

§ Reduced 3 per cent. Stook and 3 per cent. Consols ceased to bear 

interest on 5th July, 1889. 
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June, 1900, is shown, in round numbers, in the following 
statement : — 


2J. per cent. Consols (1903), 

. £15,228,000 

24 „ Stock (1905), 

318,000 

2£ „ „ (1905), 

50,000 

Local Loans, 3 per cent., . 

533,000 

India 31 por cent. Stock, 

2,592,000 

„ 3 „ „ . 

1,349,000 

n 21 „ „ . 

102,000 

Guaranteed Land Stock, . 

G, 708,000 

War Stock, , , 

81,000 

£27,021,000 


Table Y. (a), made up by half-years, shows that there 
has been an increase of £263,000 in June, 1900, as com- 
pared with the close ofthe year 1899, following an increase 
of £686,000 in the six months July-December, 1899. 

Table V. (a)— Showing the Amounts of Government Funds, India 
.Stocks, Guaranteed Land Stock, and War Stock’' held in Ireland at 
the undermentioned dates; compiled from Betnrns furnished by the 
Governor of the Bank of Ireland. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Deorease. 

1890, 30th June, . 

„ 31st December, 

£ 

27,517,000 

2G,G10,000 

£ 

£ 

381.000 

907.000 

1891, 30th June, . 

„ 31st December, 

2G, 609, 000 
25,784,000 

- 

1,000 

825,000 

1892, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

20.042.000 

25.198.000 

258,000 

844,000 

1893, 30th June, . 
„ 31st December, 

25.283.000 

24.509.000 

85,000 

774,000 

1894, 30th June, . 

„ 31st December, 

25,375,000 

26,000,000 

806,000 

625,000 

- 

1895, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

25.824.000 

25.400.000 

- 

176.000 

418.000 

1896, 30th June, 

„ 31st December, 

24.776.000 

24.486.000 


030.000 

290.000 

1897, 30th June, 

,, 31st December, 

24.216.000 

24.355.000 

139,000 

270,000 

1898, 30th June, . , 

,, 31st December, 

24.554.000 

25.260.000 

199.000 

706.000 


1899, 30th June, 

,, 31st December, 

20.072.000 

26.758.000 

812,000 
686,00 ) 

- 

1900, 30th June, . 

27,021,000 

263,000 

- 


* See Note (f) page 18, 
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4. Bank Note Circulation. 

Dealing with the Bank Note circulation in a manner 
similar to that adopted with regard to the question of 
deposits and cash balances, it will be seen by Table VI. 
that there has been an increase of £478,000 in the circu- 
lation as compared with the year 1899, the value having 
risen from £5,991,000 in June, 1899 — which was 
£251,000 greater than the amount in June, 1898, the 
lowest for June in any of the eleven years covered by 
the Table — to £6,469,000 for June of this year. 

Table VI. — Showing the average Bank Note Circulation of the Six 
Banks of Issue in Ireland in June of the years 1890-1900 ; compiled 
from Accounts published by the Registrar of Bank Returns, 
pursuant to the Act 8 & 9 Vic., cap. ‘ 67 .* 


Periods. 

Amount. 

Yearly 

Increase. 

Yearly 

Decrease. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1890, June, 

6,634,000 

119,000 

- 

1891, „ 

6,165,000 

- 

469,000 

1892, „ 

5,965,000 

- 

200,000 

1893, „ 

6,088,000 

123,000 

- 

1894, „ » 

6,007,000 

_ 

81,000 

1890, „ 

6,248,000 

241,000 

- 

1896, „ 

5,918,000 

- ■ 

330,000 

1897, „ 

5,858,000 

- 

60,000 

1898, „ 

5,740,000 

_ 

118,000 

1899, „ 

5,991,000 

251,000 

- 

1900, „ 

6,469,000 

478,000 

“ 


* There are Six Banks in Ireland authorized to issue Notes, the sta- 
tistics of which are included in this table. The total authorized issue of 
Notes for these Banks is £6,354,494, distributed as in the following 
Table 


Name of Bank. 

Amount 
of Authorised 
Circulation. 

Bank of Ireland, 



£ 

3,73S,428 

Provincial Bank of Ireland, 



927,667 

National Bank, 



852,269 

Ulster Bank. : 



311,079 

Belfast Banking Company, 



281,611 

Northern Banking Company, . 



243,440 

Total, . 



6,354,494 
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The following Statement shows, by half years, the 
amount of Bank Note circulation in Ireland. It will be 
observed that in each year of the period covered by the 
Table, the amount for J une has been under that for the 
preceding December. The amount for June, this year, 
is £345,000 under the amount for December, 1899. 

T Rn,U,T I V ( T' )_ ' S ^ 0W T in f Avera S<> Bank Note Circulation of tlie Sis 
?.™ ks , of IS T r ’ at the '“dennentioned dates ; compiled 

to Sc A “ p y 37: e . Registrar of Bank Returns ’ 


PERIODS. 


Amount. 


1890, June, 

„ December, 

1891, June, 

,, December, 

1892, June, 

„ December, 

1893, June, 

„ December, 

1894, June, 

„ December, 

1895, June, 

„ December, 

1896, June, 

„ December, 

1897, June, 

„ December, 

1898, June, 

„ December, 

1899, June, 

,, December, 

1900, June, 


£ 

6.634.000 

7.098.000 

6.165.000 

6.643.000 

5.965.000 

6.287.000 

6.088.000 

6.536.000 

6.007.000 

6.501.000 

6.248.000 

6.459.000 

5.918.000 

6.412.000 

5.858.000 

6.468.000 

5.740.000 

6.401.000 

5.991.000 

6.814.000 

6.469.000 


Increase. 


£ 

464.000 

478.000 

322.000 

448.000 

494.000 

211.000 

494.000 

610.000 
661,000 
823,000 


£ 

456.000 

933.000 

678.000 

199.000 

529.000 

253.000 

541.000 

554.000 

728.000 

410.000 

345.000 


are 


c ‘ See note, p. 21. 

The results of the analysis of the foregoing tables 

1st. That in June, 1900, as compared with the 
corresponding period in 1899, there was an 
increase of £547,000 in the Deposits and Cash 
Balances m the Irish Joint Stock Banks, and 
the amount of such Deposits and Cash Balances 
was the highest yet recorded 
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Banking and Railway 


TABLE VII —COMPARATIVE RET® 
IRELAND FOR FIRST TWENTY-* 


, — 

N 

Wc 

ii 

A 

HU 

Ser 

0. 

Oats. 

Week ending 
il (1900). 

es 



Receipts 

for Week. 


1 

Total. 

lncrea 

compar 

Total 

se in i 900 as j Decrease in 1900 
ed with 1899. Compared with 18 

as 

1899. 

| 1900. 

PerCe 

it.l Total. 

|.-- 

I PerCe 

j 

.it.|». 


Friday. 







1 _ 



£ 

£ 

£ 


£ 


/ 

1 

* J anuary 5, 

64,603 

56,298 

1,795 

1 3-3 



1 

2 

» 12. 

56,697 

55,765 

- 

| — 

832 

i-o 


3 

„ 19, 

j 54,093 

56,668 

2,575 

! 4-8 




I 

4 

„ 26, 

j 67,024 

56,249 

— 

j 

775 

1-4 


5 

F ebruary 2, 

! 58,547 

J 58,644 

I 97 

1 0-2 

_ 

j _ 


6 

„ 9, 

56,842 

56,402 

- 

j — 

440 

0-8 

1 

7 

„ 16, 

•56,741 

54,353 

— 

1 ~~ 

2,388 

4-2 


g 

23, 

57,666 

57,933 

267 

1 0-5 




. 

9 

March 2, 

62,003 

63,277 

1,274 

2-1 




1 

10 

„ 9, 

60,920 

62,141 

1,221 

2-0 




11 

„ 16, 

62,188 

64,092 

1,904 

31 




12 

,> 23, 

63,099 

63,257 

158 

0-2 





13 

>j 30, 

63,462 

64,097 

635 

1-0 

j 



14- 

April 6, ; 

70,472 f 

76,003 

5,531 

7‘S 





15 

„ 13, 

07,137 

65,758 

— 

— 

1,379 ; 

2.1 

Hl 

w 

16 

„ 20, 

66,776 

7 8, 55 4 f 

11,773 

17-6 

— . 1 

. ml 


17 

„ 27, 

67,131 

72,299 

5,168 

7-7 



-1 


IS 

May 4, 

70,973 

75,725 

4,752 

i 

6-7 

- 



19 

„ 11, 

69.520 

72,157 

2,637 

3-8 

__ 

_ J 

i • 

20 

„ 18, I 

64,963 

69,369 

4,406 

6-8 



_ J 


21 

„ 25, 

70, 5 S3 J 

70,009 


— 

544 i 

°| 


22 

June 1, 

72,304 

74,379 

2,075 

2-9 


_ j 


23 

„ 8, 

09,842 

73,811* 

3,969 

5-7 

_ 

__ J 

>> 

24 

„ 15, 

73,451 

72,716 

— 

— 

735 

1 0 

” 

25 /- 

„ 22, 

73,016 

74,409 

1,393 

1-9 

_ 


/ 

26* 

„ 29, 

78,462 

82,611 

4,149 

5-3 

1 

— 

— 

55 


* Owing to the closing of Accounts at the enr] nf ti,» n 1 , 

t Ea’stt Week *“ < * SeS "S" 9 " 11 * «"> &r seven d^s “'f ' ) < 

1 Whit Week. 
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r A y juries, Ireland (June), 1900. 


RETUF WEEKLY RAILWAY RECEIPTS IN 
-SIX IS OF EACH OF THE YEARS 1899-1900, 
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Receipts per Mile. 

Aggregate Receipts to 

Date prom beginning op Year. 

900 at] 

i isosi 

Total. 

Increase in 1 909 as ; 
compared with 1899. 

1 

Decrease in 1900 as 
compared with 1899. 

r CenSf. 

* 

1809. 

1000. 

1899. 

1900, 

Total. 

5 erCcn(. 

Total. I 
. 1 

PerCent 

i 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ i 


1 

£ I 


- 1 

88 

18-2 

18-8 

54,503 

56,298 

1,795 

3-3 

— 

— 

i -5 ■ 


' 18-9 

18-7 

111,100 

112,063 

963 

0-9 

— 

— 

- 


18-1 

19-0 

165,193 

168,731 

3,538 

2-1 

— 

— 

1-4 ji 


19-1 

18-8 

222.217 

224,980 

2,763 

1-2 

— 

— 

- 


19 -G 

19-6 

280,764 

283,624 

2,860 

10 

— 

— 

0-8 [1 


19-0 

18-9 

337,606 

340,026 

2,420 

0-7 

— 

— 

L 2 1 


19-0 

18-2 

394,347 

394,379 

32 

0-0 

— 

— 

- 


19-3 

19-4 

452,013 

452,312 

299 

0-1 

— 

— 

■ 


20-8 

21-2 

514,016 

515,589 

1,573 

0-3 


— 

- 


20-4 

20-8 

574,936 

577,730 

2,794 

0-5 


— 
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20‘8 

21-4 

637,124 

641,822 

4,698 

0-7 

— 

— 

! 


21:1 

21-2 

700,223 

705,079 

4,856 

0-7 

— 

— 

II 


21-2 
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763,685 
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0-7 

— 

— 
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23-6 
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834,157 
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m”’ 

22-5 
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910,937 
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1-7 
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E ” 

22-3 

26-3 

968,070 

989,491 

21,421 

2-2 

— 
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22-5 

24-2 

1,035,201 

1,061,790 

26,589 

26 

- 

— 

J - 

23-8 

25-3 

1,106,174 

1,137,515 

31,341 

2-8 

— 

— 

I >■ 

23-3 

24-1 

1,175,694 

1,209,672 

33,978 

2-9 

— 
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21-7 

23-2 

1,240,657 

1,279,041 
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3-1 

— 
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[ 23-6 
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1,311,210 
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37,840 

2-9 

— 

— 

1 ,, 

j 2 I -2 

24-9 

1,383,514 
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— 

— 

if „ 

j 23-3 

24-7 

1,453,356 

1,497,240 
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30 

— 

— 

II ^ 

j 24-6 

24-3 

1,526,807 

1,569,956 

43,149 

2-8 


— 

„ 

24-4 

24-9 

1,599,822 

1,641,365 

; 44,543 

2-8 


— 

Hi ” 

| 26-3 
1 

27 6 

1,678,284 

1,726,976 

i 48,692 

1 

j 
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lial %^ ' amounts returned for the 1st, 2nd, and 26th weeks, respectively, by some of the 
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2nd. That there was a decrease of £385,000 in 
Deposits and Cash Balances in the Irish Joint 
Stock Banks in June, 1900, as compared with 
December, 1899. 

3rd. That there was an increase of £234,000 in 
the Deposits in Savings Banks in Ireland in 
June, 1900, as compared with June, 1899. 

4th. That there was an increase of £51,000 in the 
Deposits in Savings Banks in June, 1900, as 
compared with December, 1899. 

5th. That in June, 1900, as compared with the 
same period of 1899, there was an increase of 
£949,000 in the amount of Government Funds, 
India Stocks, Guaranteed Land Stock and War 
Stock, on which dividends are payable at the 
Bank of Ireland, and that this increase follows 
an increase of £1,518,000 in June of last year, 
as compared with June, 1898. 

6th. That in June, 1900, there was an increase of 
£263,000 in the amount of Government Funds, 
India Stocks, Guaranteed Land Stock, and War 
Stock, on which dividends are payable at the 
Bank of Ireland, as compared with the amount 
in December, 1899. 

7th. That in June, 1900, there was an increase of 
£478,000 in the amount of Bank Note circu- 
lation, as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1899. 

8th. That there was a diminution of Bank Note 
circulation to the amount of £345,000 in June, 
1900, as compared with December of the 
previous year. 

5. Railway Statistics. 

Table VII. gives the receipts of Irish .Railways, week 
by week, for the first half of the year 1900, compared 
with those for 1899. 

A review of the weekly traffic returns shows that in 
seven of the twenty-six weeks the receipts fell below the 
amounts for the corresponding weeks of the year 1899, 
and in all the other weeks the receipts exceeded those 
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m the corresponding weeks of that year, the not result 
being that the total receipts for the twenty-six weeks are 
in excess of those for the first half of any previous year, 
and show an increase of £48,692 or 2-9 percent, as com- 
pared with the first six months of last year. 

Table VIII. gives some of the principal statistics for 
Irish Railways during the first half of each of the ten 
years 1891-1900, for comparison of the receipts in the 
earlier years of the decade with those shown in Table 
VII. for 1899-1900. 

Table VIII.— Railway Traffic Statistics, Ireland, for the first Twenty- 
six Weeks of each of the Years 1891-1900. 

(Compiled from the Weekly Returns furnished by the various Companies.) 


RECEIPTS FOR FIRST 26 WEEKS. 


Years. 

Length 

of 

Lines open. 

Total. 

Increase or Decrease as 
compared with corresponding 
| period in preceding year. 

Average 
1 Receipts 




Increase. 

Decrease. 

per Mile. 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

Miles. 

2,678 

2,688 

2,741 

2,785 

2,856 

2,975 

2,980 

2,980 

2,988 

2,988 

£ 

1,510,647 

1,454,678 

1,510,645 

1,554,019 

1,585,282 

1,609,981 

1,619,125 

1,636,361 

1,679,246 

1,726,976 

£ 

74,011 

55,967 

43,374 

31,263 

24,699 

9,144 

17,236 

42,885 

48,692 

£ 

55,969 

£ 

564 

641 

551 

558 

555 

541 

543 

549 

562 

578 


From information kindly furnished by the Board of 
Trade, it appears that the Authorized Capital of Irish 
Railways at the end of the year 1899 was £43,755,624; 
of which £30,765,215 was by Shares and Stock, and 
£12,990,409 by Loans and Debenture Stock. 

The paid-up Stock and Share Capital amounted to 
£28,249,752, and the Capital raised by Loans and Deben- 
ture Stock to £11,842,271, making a total of paid up 
and borrowed Capital amounting to £40,092,023. 
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Diagram C, showing the Weekly Railway Receipts in Ireland for each of the First 26 Weeks 

of 1899 and 1900 in Thousands of Pounds. 
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6, Shipping Returns. 


It appears from the following Table, IX., that the yearly 
average tonnage of vessels in foreign toade,* which were 
entered in the Ports of Ireland during the ten years 
1889-98wasl,041,060; the highest tonnage was 1,286,721 
in 1897, and the lowest, 899,876 in 1891 ; in 1899 the 
tonnage entered was 1,192,251, being 46,628 over the 
tonnage for 1898, and 151,191 or 14'5 per cent, above 
the average for the ten years 1889-98. The average 
tonnage of vessels in the coasting trade, entered in 
the Ports of Ireland during the decade 1889-98, was 
5,531,631 ; the tonnage entered in 1899, was 5,672,75 7, 
being 36,351 under that for the year 1898, but 141,126, 
or 2’6 per cent, more than the yearly average for the 
ten years 1889-98. 

The average tonnage of vessels in the foreign trade* 
cleared f during the ten years 1889-98 was 408,163 ; the 
tonnage cleared* in 1899 was 492,415, being 84,252, or 
20'6 per cent., over the average, blit 33,423 under the 
tonnage for 1898. The average tonnage of vessels in 
the coasting trade cleared during the ten years 1889-98 
was 4,218,222 ; in 1899 the tonnage was 4,435,733, being 
217,511, or 5 ’2 per cent, more than the average for the 
decade 1889-98, but 562 under the tonnage for 1898. 

A Table (X.) showing, for each of the Ports in Ireland, 
the number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared 
during the year 1899, is given on page 27. 

* Somo of the vessels only partially discharged or loaded their cargoes. 
See Table X. 

f See note ('*) on page 26. 
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Coasting Trade not available 
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In conclusion. I have to return my thanks to the 
Authorities of the various Joint Stock Banks of Ireland, 
and of the Post Office Savings Bank Department ; the 
Comptroller-General of the National Debt Office ; the 
Governor of the Bank of Ireland ; the. Chairmen and 
Directors of the several Railway Companies ; the Board 
of Trade; and the Board of Customs ; for the valuable 
information which they so promptly afforded in con- 
nexion with the compilation'' of the Statistics in this 
Report. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

William P. Coyne, 

Superintendent of Statistics and 
Intelligence Branch. 

Department op Agriculture, 

and Technical Instruction for Ireland, 

Upper Merrion Street, 

Dublin , 31s£ July, 1900. 
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